
ENERGY EFFICIENCY FOR ALL (EEFA)

Multifamily Affordable Housing Retrofit Program



Mission: Southface promotes 
sustainable homes, 
workplaces and communities 
through education, research, 
advocacy and technical 
assistance.

Established in 1978
Atlanta, GA
www.southface.org

http://www.southface.org/


EE4A.org

Energy Efficiency for All

Mission: making 
multifamily 

homes healthy 
and

affordable 
through energy 

efficiency
3

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Links the energy and housing sectors together for EE benefits
Work with electric and gas utilities and their regulators.
Advise housing finance agencies on best practices.
Collaborate with owners, managers, businesses and advocates.
Partnership of local GA organizations and the Energy Foundation, Elevate Energy, National Housing Trust and Natural Resources Defense Council. This project was made possible with funding support from The JPB Foundation.

http://ee4a.org/


EE4A.org

Project Goals

To direct more 
than $80 million 
in utility funding 

for retrofits 

To significantly increase utility investment in 
affordable, multifamily housing and to 

ensure that owners of affordable multifamily 
buildings have access to these resources and 

access to energy consumption data, etc., 
resulting in reduced energy expenditures, 

improved quality of life, and stable 
affordable housing. 

Short-term (2-Year) Goal Long-Term Goal 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TO SEIZE THIS OPPORTUNITY, ENERGY
EFFICIENCY FOR ALL IS WORKING WITH
PARTNERS TO:
Provide technical resources
Build state-based coalitions 
Connect, educate and support stakeholders
Inform the public and policymakers about the benefits of energy efficiency
Support affordable building owners in  pursuit of efficiency retrofits
COLLABORATION AMONG A DIVERSE SET OF STAKEHOLDERS IS CRITICAL TO OUR SUCCESS:
We are bringing together utilities, public utility commissions, state and local housing agencies, lenders, community organizers, elected officials, the multifamily building sector, the affordable housing community and the energy efficiency industry — so that we speak one another’s language, understand each other’s capabilities, and find the intersection of our respective goals.


http://ee4a.org/


EEFA GA PARTNERS

 Enterprise Community Partners
 MFAH Building owner-

manager engagement
 GreenLaw

 Public Service Commission 
(PSC) engagement

 Partnership for Southern Equity
 Low-income resident and 

advocate engagement
 Southface

 Technical program planning 
and design

Image courtesy EEFA.org



EEFA GA POTENTIAL
GA MFAH
 Multifamily Affordable 

Housing (MFAH) = 12% of GA 
Housing Stock

 400,000 units of MFAH in GPC 
Service Territory (470,000 in 
GA)

Benefits
 Reduce the burden of energy 

bills for low-income GA 
residents

 Lower O&M costs for owners 
of MFAH

 Reduce utility allowance 
(ECM) and increase rent

 CPP and CEIP

Presenter
Presentation Notes
A new study, “Potential for Energy Savings in Affordable Multifamily Housing,” documents the potential energy savings and non-energy benefits from the implementation of energy efficiency measures in Georgia’s affordable multifamily housing. The study identifies the maximum achievable potential savings and benefits that can be captured over the 20-year period 2015–2034 through the deployment of affordable multifamily energy efficiency programs.
Opportunities:
Integrated Resource Plan
Clean Power Plan 
Multifamily Challenge Pilot 
Better Buildings MF Challenge


Benefits:

Families:

Creates healthier, more comfortable living environments that can reduce instances of illnesses like asthma, which can be a major cause of missed work and school.

Reduces the high energy demand that drives up energy prices, thereby helping to contain energy costs for all Georgia residents.

Communities:

Reduces operating and maintenance costs for owners of affordable multifamily properties, freeing up capital for preserving Georgia’s affordable housing stock.

Improves local economies by creating clean energy jobs and enables residents to redirect spending to other non-energy necessities.

Utilities:

Helps utilities reduce energy demand and meet their clean energy goals.

Reduces bill-payment issues and related costs to utilities by lowering the energy bills of low-income customers.

Enables utilities to provide better, more reliable services by reducing stress on the grid, especially in energy-constrained areas.



MULTIFAMILY AFFORDABLE HOUSING (MFAH) 
DEFINITION

The program is available to 
multifamily housing units in 
existing buildings for low-
income residents. Eligible units 
include all that are provided by 
a Public Housing Authority, any 
that are subsidized as 
affordable housing (State HFA, 
U.S. HUD, USDA), and any 
unsubsidized units in low-
income census tracts qualifying 
for the New Markets Tax Credit. 



PROPOSED MFAHRP HIGHLIGHTS

One-stop shop
 Program administrator will work directly with MFAH building 

owner-managers

Strong emphasis on whole-house approach 
(comprehensive in-unit measures)
 $1,500/unit (25% energy savings)

Upfront audit payment
 100% cost, $200/unit

Interim payment
 50% energy savings measures installed

Benchmarking

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One-stop shop
Program administrator will work directly with MFAH building owner-managers
Streamlined access to all available incentives
Relationship building and partnerships
Financing and expiring properties timeline
Access to whole-building energy usage info
Strong emphasis on whole-house approach (comprehensive in-unit measures)
Increased incentive
$725 (HEIP)
$1,500 (MFAHRP)
Upfront audit payment
100% of cost
Interim payment
50% savings measures installed
Benchmarking
Whole-building energy usage




MFAHRP/IRP TIMELINE
Activity Description Date(s)

Program Planning & 
Design

MFAHRP 3/2015 – 1/2016

MFAH Owner-Manager 
Outreach

Enterprise Asset 
Manager Training

9/16/15

GAHC Conference –
Session & Table

10/8/15

DCA Engagement & 
Outreach

 EEFA/QAP Call 8/25/15

 EEFA/MFAHRP Call 10/13/15

 DCA EEFA Email/Survey Week of 10/12/15

EEFA Webinar(s) 10/14/15 & 10/21/15

DSMWG & IRP DSMWG Meeting 9/29/15

DSMWG Final Meeting 10/27/15

IRP Filing ~ 1/29/16



PROPOSED MFAHRP
BUILDING OWNER-MANAGER SURVEY

Please provide feedback by completing a
5-minute survey on your phone, tablet or laptop.

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2321513
/MFAHRP

http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/2321513/MFAHRP


EEFA GA AND MFAHRP CONTACTS

Alex Trachtenberg – Southface
atrachtenberg@southface.org

Sara Haas – Enterprise
shaas@enterprisecommunity.org

mailto:atrachtenberg@southface.org
mailto:shaas@enterprisecommunity.org
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